
The Legacy of Dr. Sara Wingard 
 
Sara Wingard was without a doubt the Shorter faculty member whose relationship was most 
meaningful and influential for me, both as a student in the early 1980s and now nearly 30 years 
later and nearly a decade after her death.  
 
After graduation, I worked initially as a newspaper reporter and then in higher education 
communications, a field in which I now have more than two decades’ experience. My career 
would not have been possible without Sara, because she taught me most of what I know about 
being a good writer and essentially everything I know about being a good editor. Perhaps more 
importantly, she showed me how a competent and compassionate adult thrives with dignity and 
integrity. I will always owe her far more than I could ever hope to repay. 
 
After Sara died in 2004, I felt it was crucial that something permanent be established at Shorter 
to honor her memory and her legacy. That ultimately took the form of an endowment fund 
creating the Sara Wingard student award recognizing excellence in the study of literature. I 
worked very hard to get the endowment to a sustainable level, and I believe it now has more than 
$18,000. This work—and the Shorter students who benefited from it—remains one of the 
proudest accomplishments of my life. 
 
That’s why making the decision to remove Sara’s name from the award this past spring was so 
unbelievably excruciating for me. (The award will continue to be given to deserving Shorter 
students, but not in Sara’s name.) I was left with an impossible choice: either allow Sara’s good 
name to continue to be associated with a university that is now completely ruled by a bunch of 
the most extreme ideologues I’ve ever had the displeasure of knowing, or undo eight years worth 
of not just my hard work, but also the work of dozens of wonderful donors. 
 
In the end, I opted for the less objectionable of two very bad choices. I simply could not bear the 
thought of leaving the care of Sara’s memory and legacy in the hands of people who possess 
such contempt for the principles of liberal education, not to mention basic human dignity. I know 
there are donors to the Wingard endowment who passionately disagree with me, and I can truly 
sympathize with the pain that they are experiencing—I am likewise just as saddened by the 
entire situation. Even if we never agree on whether this was the right course of action, I hope we 
can all see that Shorter’s current President and Board of Trustees are the ones responsible for 
inflicting this pain on us all in the first place. As I have told several close Shorter friends 
recently, I know that when I see Sara Wingard again, I will do so with a clear conscience. 
 
Dan Treadaway, Class of 1985 
 


