
 

 

Dear Save Our Shorter Community, 

We are writing you as Safety Net: a coalition of alumni and our respective alumni organizations 
from over 50 Christian Colleges and Universities across the United States. We are named Safety 
Net because we know how important it is to create a safe environment for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, or queer (LGBTQ) people who are not accepted within their institutions. Our mission 
is to support LGBTQ students and faculty at schools such as Shorter University. 
 
The people of Safety Net have been reading the stories on your blog and in major national media.  
We feel so much empathy for you, and our hearts break at the divisions, the sense of loss, and the 
memories that many now feel are tarnished by present-day circumstances surrounding the lifestyle 
pledge.  From our position, we recognize your pain and the frustration. 
 
Whether it was the intention, we see you as allies and wish to thank you.  Included in that lifestyle 
pledge were condemnations of LGBTQ people and their allies.  By challenging the requirement to 
sign the pledge, even losing your jobs in the process, you have created the space that we at Safety 
Net, and the students we support, so direly need: the space to study, the space to disagree, and the 
space to grown in our spiritual and intellectual lives. 
 
Safety Net is deeply grateful for your courage and principles.  Thank you for challenging the 
fundamentalism that denies LGBTQ people a place at God’s table every day because of our 
identities and theologies.  You are in a position of great power to speak truth and call for 
compassion and humility.  If we can assist you in any way, please know that we would gladly work 
with you. 
 
In peace, 
 
Safety Net  
T: 612-293-9103 
E: lgbtqsafetynet@gmail.com 
 
 


